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Stan i perspektywy badan nad stosunkiem mniejszosci biatoruskiej do polityki
witadz cywilnych i wojskowych w zwigzku z bezposrednig genezq i przebiegiem
Kampanii Polskiej 1939 r.

ABSTRACT

The text provides an overview of research on the attitudes of Belarusians towards
the Polish State in 1937-1939. It was made separately for two periods: until the outbreak
of World War II and for the Polish Campaign of 1939. Within each of these sections, two
categories of publications were focused on: studies (books and articles) and editions of
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sources (ego-documents and collections of archival documents). The final section presents
research postulates.

Key words: national minorities, Belarusians, nationality politics, II Polish Republic,
Polish Campaign 1939

STRESZCZENIE

Tekst zawiera przeglad badan dotyczacych postaw Biatorusinéw wobec panstwa
polskiego w latach 1937-1939. Zostat on wykonany odrebnie dla dwdch okreséw: do
wybuchu II wojny $wiatowej oraz podczas trwania Kampanii polskiej 1939. W obrebie
kazdej z tych czesci skoncentrowano sie na dwoch kategoriach publikacji: opracowaniach
(ksiazki i artykuly) oraz edycjach zrédet (ego-dokumenty oraz dokumenty archiwalne).
W ostatniej czesci zaprezentowano postulaty badawcze.

Stowa kluczowe: mniejszosci narodowe, Biatorusini, polityka narodowosciowa,
II Rzeczypospolita, Kampania polska 1939

INTRODUCTION

The historiography on the problem of the Belarussian minority in the
Second Polish Republic and its attitude towards the authorities is quite
substantial and historically meaningful. Taking into account its sources,
it is possible to define their three main categories: Polish, Belarussian
(after 1991), and the Soviet subject literature. As for the last two cases,
publications in both Russian and Belarussian languages are available.
Generally, the number of works on Belarussian and Polish-Belarussian
relations is significant, but it should be noted that the topic signalled
in the title of this article is unfortunately not covered well. For this pub-
lication, the starting point of the analysis is 1937. The remark on the
availability of sources and publications refers mainly to the period till
the outbreak of WWII, and to a lesser extent — to the Polish Military
September Campaign of 1939 (especially to the Soviet invasion of Poland
on 17 September 1939)".

! In the beginning of 1990s, mainly the decade of 1920s and the situation in Belarus

and Polish-Belarussian relations have been the main focus of Polish and Belarussian his-
torians. E. Mironowicz, Biatoruska mniejszos¢ narodowa w II Rzeczypospolitej w historiografii
polskiej, “Biatoruskie Zeszyty Historyczne” [hereinafter: “BZH"], 1995, 4, pp. 176-180;
H. Glogowska, Stan bada# nad historig Biatorusi XX w. w Polsce, “BZH” 1996, 5, pp. 96-107;
idem, Stan badan nad dziejami Komunistycznej Partii Zachodniej Biatorusi w Polsce, “BZH”
1996, 6, pp. 100-104; B. Kymnep, Acssamaernne zicmopoti 3axodnsi beaapyci 1921-1941 zadoy
y cyuacuai Geaapyckaii zicmapuiazpagdi, “BZH” 2000, 13, pp. 144-157.
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The main reason for such a situation was consequences of Polish
policies towards the Belarussian minority. It had been gradually tight-
ened since the beginning of the 1930s. This resulted in the disintegration
of the organized, social life of Belarussians. At the turn of 1936-1937,
liquidation of many key Belarussian institutions actually took effect. It af-
fected the Belarussian School Society, Belarussian Institute of Economy
and Culture?, and even the Belarussian Education Society that was per-
ceived as an element leaning towards Poland®. In addition, even the most
important conservative press release titled “Krynica”* ceased to operate.
Some more economic and educational institutions suffered a similar fate®.
As aresult, for the period spring 1937-August 1939, historians do not have
any chance and possibility to monitor the Belarussian minority through
the prism of national political and social structures®.

The second element that played a similar role, mainly from the point
of view of the Soviet historiography, and to a lesser extent Belarussian,
was the eradication of the Communist movement within the Second Polish
Republic territory’. In case of Polish North-Eastern territories (Voivode-
ships of Vilnius, Nowogrodek and Poleskie) and Eastern parts of Bialystok
Voivodeship and North-Eastern parts of the Lublin Voivodeship -
in practical terms, it meant the formal annihilation of the Communist

2 K. Gomotka, Polityka rzqdéw polskich wobec mniejszosci biatoruskiej w latach 1918-1939,
“BZH" 1995, 4, p. 118.

3 A.C.Topustii, Beaopycckie HAUUOHANDHO-0eMOKPANULECKUE U NOAOHOPUALCKUE Op2aLi-
savuu 6 mexeoerot IToavue, “Caassnckuit aapmanax” 2020, 3—4, p. 120.

* M. Moroz, , Krynica”. Ideologia i przywddcy biatoruskiego katolicyzmu, Biatystok 2001,
pp. 249, 253-256.

5 K. Gomoltka, Biatoruskie instytucje zycia gospodarczego w II Rzeczypospolitej, “BZH”
1997, 8, pp. 95-96; M. Siemakowicz, Szkoly z biatoruskim jezykiem nauczania na tle polityki
wladz polskich wobec ludnodci biatoruskiej od zamachu majowego do korica II Rzeczypospolitej,
“BZH" 2002, 17, p. 139.

6 It should be noted that in the most sizeable and most comprehensive work on the his-
tory of North-Eastern voivodeships of the Second Polish Republic, in the chapter on political
organizations and issues, stories about activities of Belarussian organizations are described
on just 35 pages, and the period 1937-1939 — in just two paragraphs. Pusxckuii mup 6 cyovbe
beropyccrozo napoda 1921-1953 z2., book 1, ed. A.A. Kosazens, Murck 2014, pp. 374—408.

7 The best example is the publication from 1960s, with its formal caesura of 1939. How-
ever, it does not include too much information on 1938-1939, B. IToay:s, V. IToaysms, Peso-
ATOUUOHHOe U HALUOHAAbHO-0c000uMmeAboe d6uxerue ¢ 3anadtoi beropyccuu ¢ 1920-1939 2.,
Munck 1962, pp. 191-221; A.A. Copoxun, Oc60000umevtioe i pesoAIOLUOIHHOE KPeCTbHCKOe
dsuxerue 6 3anaonot beaapycuu, Munck 1977. It is to note that such an approach was not
applied to the official history of the Communist Party of the Western Belarus, as the book
ends at the springtime of 1938, Pesoatouyuontviil nymo Komnapmuu 3anadnoi Heaapyccuu,
eds. A.-H. Marixo, B.E. CamyTtun, Muuck 1966, p. 375.
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Party of the Western Belarus, all during the summer of 1938, on the basis
of directives issued by the Soviet political leadership. This organization
had been the main reference point for the Soviet historiography on this
specific part of the land. Therefore, the period just before WWII is not
properly covered and discussed.

Due to such a situation, no stories of Belarussians, citizens of the
Second Polish Republic, has resulted in publication of monographs and
editions of available sources (including personal documents) on the last
two years before the war. However, there are situations when in the
documents on the period 1937-1939 there are just some fragments on this
specific period. The different situation is on the September 1939, when, es-
pecially in the Polish historiography, there are some elements on this par-
ticular and short period. In most of the cases, the situation, activities and
attitudes of Belarussians are just one of many different elements touched
on in the work and they are not signalled in titles of the publications.

The analysis presented here has been prepared basing on two cri-
terions. The first one — is the chronological. To cover the whole story,
it is possible to distinguish two periods:

— The prewar period, Spring 1937-Summer 1939 (31 August 1939).
It should be dealt separately, mainly due to the establishment of the Camp
of the National Unity (pol. Obdz Zjednoczenia Narodowego, OZN) at the
beginning of 1937 and taking into account the situation of Belarussians
in the II Polish Republic:

— The wartime period, covering the Polish September Military Cam-
paign 1939, from 1 September 1939 till the half of October, when Soviet
troops withdrew behind the new demarcation line, as established by the
Soviet-German Agreement of 28 September 1939 on delimitation of oc-
cupation zones®.

The second criterion is based on types of publications. Two of them
were identified: monographs and editions of sources (this includes “per-
sonal documents’, without recollections and archival materials)’. No
comprehensive, synthetic work on the history of Belarus was included

8 The cut-off date of 14 October 1939 was applied, when the Red Army withdrew from
Wlodawa on the Bug River, the southernmost town bordering areas annexed to the Belar-
ussian Soviet Socialistic Republic. ]. Romanek, Kolaboracja z Sowietami na terenie wojewddz-
twa lubelskiego we wrzesniu i pazdzierniku 1939 r., Lublin-Warszawa 2021, p. 186. The Soviet
point of view was defined by guidelines issued by the Main Political Directorate of the Red
Army to HQs of two fronts operating on the Polish territory, M. Gnatowski, Zgromadzenie
Ludowe Zachodniej Biatorusi. Fakty, oceny, dokumenty, Biatystok 2001, p. 46.

The topic of émigré memoirs on the interwar period and September 1939 was pre-
sented in: https://kamunikat.org/download.php?item=3563-2.pdf&pubref=3563 [access:
30.09.2022].
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as well as doctoral dissertations'’. The final part of the text is dedicated
to already diagnosed historiographic deficits and to research perspectives.

Just for the record, it is necessary to note that works of Belarussian
historian, citizens of the Polish State, would be considered as an element
of the Polish historiography. For the purposes of this study, the research
will be limited to works even fragmentarily referring to 1937-1939 and situ-
ation of the Belarussian minority. Some important works should be men-
tioned here as they registered some important actions and shed light on the
events of the last years of the Second Polish Republic and September 1939

To sum up this introductory part, it should be noticed that due to the situ-
ation behind Polish Eastern borders, since the Spring 2020, it was not possible
to get access to some important volumes published in Belarus on research
projects connected to the 80th anniversary of events of September 1939, both
to monographs and collections, and editions of source documents'2.

SPRING 1937-SUMMER 1939

The best coverage of Polish policies towards the Belarussian minority
during 1937-1939 was presented by Eugeniusz Mironowicz. He dedicated
almost the whole chapter on actions and policies of the ruling Polish
‘Sanacja’ regime towards the Slavish ethnic minorities. It has been mainly
based on archival materials available in Belarus'.

The situation on the Belarussian political arena in 1938-1939 was
also examined by Krystyna Gomotka more than two decades ago. She
described the situation of some organizations and their structures (includ-
ing the Communist Party of the Western Belarus that was in the process
of liquidation by Moscow). The work of this scientist from Gdansk is very
condensed (only six pages) and unfortunately was based on the very

10" For Belarus, they were collected in: I.B. Kopaerxo, Y0.B. 3enkosuny, Antomuposaruolil
YKasameAb Quccepmaiuii no UCHMOpuveckuM Haykam, sauuuienvix ¢ Pecny6iuxe Beaapyco
(1991-2005 22.), Mumck 2006; A.A. Casiu, Hayvianarvna-eviseareruot pyx y 3axodnsii beaapyci
(1921-1939 2a0 — zicmapvisizpagis npadbremol, bpocr 2012.

11 For example: C. Tokup, Beaapyckas sécka ij anoxy svmenay. Apyeas narosa XIX-nepuas
mpayina XX cm., Minck 2007, pp. 199-267; J. Obrebski, Polesie. Studia etnosocjologiczne,
ed. A. Engelking, Warszawa 2007.

12 Ocsedomumenvoii cemvio guisieaenvl. 2-s mankogas Opuzada ¢ 3anadwoii Beaapycu no
cnetycoobueruam ocob6ozo omoeaa HKB/. Coopnuk dokymerimos u mamepuaros, Mirck 2019.

13 E. Mironowicz, Biatorusini i Ukrairicy w polityce obozu pitsudczykowskiego, Biatystok
2007, pp- 70-125. Na ten temat w ujeciu krétszym: idem, Obéz sanacyjny wobec problemu bia-
toruskiego w przededniu drugiej wojny swiatowej, in: Stosunki polsko-biatoruskie. Historia i wspot-
czesnos¢, ed. D. Michaluk, Krakéow 2013, pp. 132-138.

DOI:10.17951/rh.2024.58.311-337



316 PIOTR CICHORACKI

selective research. This remark refers mainly to archival materials. The
text does not include any materials from the Central Archives of Modern
Records't. However, K. Gomotka touches similar problems also in some
fragments of her other texts'.

The coverage of Belarussian political organizations was also delivered
by Andrej Waszkiewicz, who dealt with the history of the group of rev.
Wincenty Godlewski, i.e. on people concentrated in the group around
the “Bialoruski Front” (Eng. Belarussian Front)'®. The materials on the
Communist movement should be treated in a separate way. The same
approach should be taken assessing the attitude of Belarussians towards
Communism, especially at the end of 1930s. The latter question should
be carefully taken into account as despite the liquidation of Communist
structures, this Soviet operation did not eliminate pro-Soviet sentiments
in Belarus. At present, this specific topic is mainly covered by the Polish
historiography'’. The next factor that influenced attitudes of Belarussians,
in the context of the Communist Party of the Western Belarus activities,
was the civil war in Spain'®. Also, some references to political problems
could be found in other publications on more general topics'’.

The element of the German influence, with regard to attitudes of Belar-
ussian politicians, was examined both by Polish and Belarussian historiog-
raphy. It was explored by Jerzy Grzybowski in the part of his monograph
on the Belarussian national movement during WWII?. Belarussian scien-
tists also covered this specific period, also going beyond 1937-1939%..

14 K. Gomotka, Ruch biatoruski w przededniu I wojny $wiatowej, “BZH” 2000, 13,
pp. 186-191.

15 K. Gomélka, Polityka, pp. 118-119.

16 A. Bawkesiu, Binyaum Iadaeycxi. Hacynepax wacy, Minck 2018, pp. 109-126; idem,
I'pyna ,, Beaapycxi gponm” i ... smazarie 1, wyxvimi pponmani, “BZH” 2006, 26, pp. 69-91.

17" E. Mironowicz, Biatorusini, komunizm i wtadze sanacyjne w latach 1937-1939, “BZH”
2006, 25, pp. 102-115: P. Cichoracki, Komunisci na Polesiu 1921-1939, Lomianki 2016,
pp. 197-241 [here the period 1935-1939]; A.A. Casury, Vcmopuozpagus u Hosole UCHOUHUKY O
pocnyce komnapmuu 3anaonoii beaapycu, ,Bectnuk Cankr-IletepOyprckoro yansepcurera.
Mcropusa” 2020, 65, 3, pp. 962-974.

18 VLIO. Bopoukosa, Beaapyco u gotiia 6 Menanuu 1936-1939 2e., Murck 2009, pp. 126-148.
A H. Babumesma, DmHokyAbmypHoe noA0KeHue U IMHONOAUIMULECKUe 0 HOUeHUS HA
3anadHo0eA0pycCKUX seMAAX Haxaryne cenmsabps 1939 z00a, in: 3anadnas Heaopyccus u 3anad-
nas Yipauna 6 1939-1941 z22. At0du, cobvimus, doxymernmut, Cankt Iletepbypr 2016, pp. 7-24.

20 1. Grzybowski, Biaforuski ruch niepodlegtosciowy w czasie Il wojny swiatowej, Warszawa
2021, pp. 21-33.

2L Y. Cakaaoycki, V. Asixoyexi, Hameuuvina i 0eAapycKinayblsHAALHOL pYX HANSpaOaoniii
y nepuiviszadvl Apyzoe Cycvemnae Baunv, “BZH” 2000, 13, pp. 5-20; O.B. Pomannko,
Kopuunesvie meru 6 IToaecve. Beaapyccus 1941-1945, Mocksa 2008, pp. 69-73.

19
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The lack and/or rather disintegration of organized Belarussian politi-
cal life, at the period in question, should lead us to efforts to put more
attention on some other aspects and emanations of the Belarussian social
life. Firstly, the status and situation of and within the religious structures
should be taken into account. Due to the confessional dualism in Belarus,
researches should explore documents from and on both Roman-Catholic
and Orthodox Churches.

As for Belarus subject literature, such topics, as for the period of 1937-
1939, are just fragments of more comprehensive works, both for the first??,
and for the second element®. Historians have also touched issues of other
Churches in Belarus, during the years just before the Il World War?. The
picture of educational and political activities should be complemented
by efforts within the information and cultural domains, especially with
regard to press.

Information on 1937-1939 are dispersed within bigger and more
comprehensive publications®. The only element that was approached
in a structured and integrated way was the problem of education in Be-
larus. However, such an attempt refers only to the situation of education

22 M. Kalina, Polonizacja Cerkwi prawostawnej w wojewddztwie biatostockim (1918-1939),
“BZH” 1995, 4, pp. 100-104; E. Mironowicz, Polityczne uwarunkowania funkcjonowania Ko-
Sciota prawostawnego w Polsce w latach 19201939, “BZH” 2005, 24, pp. 144-152; A.M. Ba-
6inrassiy, [Taranisavyvis npasacaaynail yapkevt i 3axoonsi beaapyci i dpyzoi narose 1930-x 2.
NAAHLL | npaKmuliHas paaiisayvis, in: Ipasocaasue 6 dyxosroil xustu beaapycu, Bpect 2008,
pp. 221-228.

3 W. Sleszyniski, Polityka paristwa w stosunku do Cerkwi prawostawnej na ziemiach pétnoc-
no-wschodnich 11 Rzeczypospolitej, in: Koscioly a paristwo na pograniczu polsko-litewsko-biatoru-
skim. Zrédta i stan badan, eds. M. Kietliriski, K. Sychowicz, W. éleszyﬁski, Biatystok 2005,
pp- 355-357; L1. Tpausk, beaapyckae kamaailxae 0yxaseHcmea i cayblAKyAbIypHuIM npayace
nepuiait narosor XX cmaz0003s, part 1, Apaanisauyis 6erapyckaza Oyunacmolpcmea 6a jJmoeax
Kangeciiuna-Hayvianarvruai narimorki 1913-1939 zadoy, I'pogna 2019; pp. 208-209, 247-248;
A. Tpopumuayk, Bmopas muposas 60iina 6 60CHOMUHAHUAX U 60CHPUATUL 3ANA0H00eAAPYCKO20
HAaceAeHUs 6 HAuAAe HO6020 moicsueremus (Ha npumepe xumereii depestu Horvuie Kpyeosuuu
Tanyesutykozo paiiona bpecmcexkoii 06aacmu), “BZH” 2008, 30, p. 94.

2 M. Gatedek, Organizacja i zadania administracji w sprawach wyznaniowych na Ziemi Wi-
leriskiej w latach 1919-1939, in: Koscioty, pp. 377-381; T. Lisouskaja, Polityka wtadz polskich wo-
bec protestanckich zwigzkéw wyznaniowych na terenach biatoruskich w latach 1921-1939, “BZH”
2005, 24, pp. 202-203.

» M. Moroz, ,Krynica”, pp. 253-256; A.M. BaGirussiu, HayvisnarvHa-KyAbmypHae
skvitgue 3axoon s beaapyci (1921-1939 22.), bpacer 2008, pp. 37-141; idem, ITamix naranizaivisil
i aciMIASULIATL IMHAKYAbmypHas cimyauywis iy 3axodnsii beaapyci iy dpyzoii narose 1930-x zadoy,
https://rep.brsu.by/handle/123456789/5123 [access: 30.09.2023]; A. Aic, Gloria victis!, Minck
2008; A. TTarap»asn1, ,3a tosor muin berapyca”. Yaconic ,25 Caxasika” (1936-1939) na dore
anoxi, “Arche” 2014, 7-8, pp. 120-194.
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in areas inhabited mainly by Belarussians and not to organic Belarussian
schools and other educational structures that, at that time, had been al-
ready almost all shut down?. Another important category of works should
also be taken into account. These are publications prepared by Belarussian
historians on some regions and specific areas.

Some Polish Voivodeships had been quite thoroughly covered
— as in the case of Polesia. That mainly happened due to military aspects
of this particular area® and big volume of archival records of the Polish
civilian and military administration available at the Belarussian National
Archive in Brest. Some fonds are also available in the Central Military
Archive and Central Archives of Modern Records, both in Warsaw. Their
volume is relatively big in comparison to other records on other North-
Eastern Voivideships accessible in Poland.

As for other available texts, there are several works and fragments
in monographs on some cities and regions®. The “Pamyat” publication
series should be mentioned here, due to the size of this important un-
dertaking and its completeness. These works are dedicated to the history
of contemporary Belarussian regions (equivalent to Polish districts) before
WWIL They were published since the beginning of the 1990s. The role and
significance of such publication results from the fact of its wide geographi-
cal coverage, especially with regard to the North-Eastern areas of the
Second Polish Republic that are now a part of the Republic of Belarus®.

However, this publication series is not free from some problems and
flaws. This has been already noticed by a number of historians. It is mainly
due to the represented Soviet-centric approach. However, it is still neces-
sary to appreciate the size of this undertaking and volume of available

% A.M. Babiurussiu, Acsema i 3axodnsii beaapyci (1921-1939 e2.), Bpacr 2004, pp. 92-102.

2 A. Wabiszczewicz, IMHOKOHPECCUOHANDHAS CUMYALUS U MEXIMHUMECKUE 63AUMOOTMHO-
uenus na Iorecove 6 1919-1939 22., in: Od konfliktu do wspdtistnienia i wspdtpracy, vol. 1, Bliscy
i dalecy sqsiedzi, eds. K. Grysinska-Jarmuta, T. Maresz, Bydgoszcz 2017, pp. 139-148; P. Ci-
choracki, Sytuacja w wojewddztwie poleskim od kryzysu zaolziariskiego do mobilizacji alarmowej
w marcu 1939 r., “Przeglad Historyczno-Wojskowy” 2009, 3, pp. 205-213; idem, W cieniu
pierwszej mobilizacji. Ostatnie miesigce pokoju 1939 r. w wojewddztwie poleskim, in: Kampania
polska '39. Militarne i polityczne aspekty z perspektywy siedemdziesieciolecia, eds. J. Kirszak, D.
Kore$, Wroctaw 2011, pp. 133-149; E. Pawtowski, Przebieg i wyniki czesciowej mobilizacji alar-
mowej z 23 marca 1939, “Wojskowy Przeglad Historyczny” 1995, 1-2, pp. 99-119; W. Wio-
darkiewicz, Spoteczernstwo wojewddztwa poleskiego wobec zagrozenia wojennego i wojny w 1939
roku, “Przeglad Historyczno-Wojskowy” 2009, 1, pp. 95-115.

% A good example of such an approach for the period of 1937-1939: Ticmopuis [Titcka.
A0 cmapaxoimmacyi da cyuacnacyi, ed. A.M. Aitsin, Minck 2012, pp. 414—456.

¥ The breakdown and list of volumes: https://ethno.by/seryi/979650390?tab=tab1 [ac-
cess: 30.09.2022].
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information, especially on the prewar period and the wartime®. Anoth-
er significant publication effort had been taken with regard to the city
of Grodno®. It should also be noted that due to mainly rural character-
istics of Belarus, information on such areas available in town and bigger
cities records are not sizeable. In addition, they are often dispersed among
different materials. Sometimes, it is necessary to look for such elements
also in parts concerning the Orthodox Church.

Editions of historical sources

The categories of the already mentioned so-called ‘personal docu-
ments’ are represented in the research projects in rather small numbers.
The most sizeable is the diary of Maksym Tank, the publicist and poet
linked with the Communist movement. Editions of his papers cover the
period 1935-1939. Their first publication was already available during his
lifetime®. The next important document were daily notes of the leading
activist of the Belarussian Conservatists — rev. Adam Stankiewicz. Those
diaries had many editions, in many different variants (published either
in full® or only selected fragments®), sometimes with additional intro-
ductory remarks.

There had been also other collections, including letters of many other
people that were somehow related with political-social problems®. Dur-
ing the last two decades, there had been also many efforts to record and
save memories of Belarussians on the events and life in 1921-1939. Such
undertakings were organized both in Poland and Belarus. They resulted
in publications with testimonies of tens of people. However, parts of such
works that could be linked with the prewar period are quite scattered

% Some example LII. Kpoub, Beaapycka-noavckis adHocinvl Ha CmMApoHkax 2icmopuika-
dakymenmarvtvix xporix “Ilamauyv” na zapadax i paénax I'podserciail 6o6Aacyi, in: Droga ku
wzajemnosci. [1Iasx da ysaemnacyi, Y 2 u., part 2, Grodno 2004, pp. 12-18.

31 /. Mixaitai, Tapodus i 1939 .. nanspadadui eainvl, in: Tapadsencki couviym 2013.
Ficmopuia i namaup. XV-XX cmem., eds. A.K. Kpaynesiu, A.®.Cmasenuayk, lapogrs 2014,
Pp. 268-292.

%2 The last such edition is the element of the 9th Volume of Collective Works: M. TauK,
Aicmxi xarenodapsl. Asénnix 1941-1944, eds. A.C. Aic, ¥.M. Kazbapyk, Minck 2008, pp. 24-351.

3 A. Craukesiu, 3 Bozam da Beaapyci. 300p meopay, eds. A. Ilamikesiu, A. Bakesiy,
Biapns 2008, pp. 837-846.

3 11 Ynipreiy, Laonimcekas ccoiaka Adama Cmanxesiva, “BZH” 2007, 28, pp. 193-202.

% A. Iasin, ,Yipaitckae epamadcmea ycg 00Avu yikasiyua Oerapycxim pyxam ...". Beaa-
pycxa-yxpainckis aonocinvl dpyzot narosor 1930-x 2. y ceésmae Aicmasanns Bocina Hasapyxa
i keandsa Yaadvicaasa Tarouxi, “Arche” 2014, 7-8, pp. 249-258.
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within the whole material. Despite of this, all deserve our attention®. The
next important element are observations on Belarussians by Jozef Mack-
iewicz that were printed as journalist reports on pages of the “Stowo”
newspaper in Vilnius. They escape any popular stereotypes and have
a reporting side, with many information and author’s experiences. Mack-
iewicz’s texts from that period have also been reedited and published
in one volume?¥.

Editions based on fonds from different archives are much more
elaborate and sizeable. One of the most interesting and important, for
exploring Belarussian attitudes, is the one with documents on the March
Alert Mobilisation within the area of responsibility of Corps District Com-
mands IV and IX, which covered regions with the predominantly Belar-
ussian population.

Documents generated by 20th and 30th Infantry Divisions as well
as the reports produced by the Independent Information Section of the
Corps District Commands IX allow historians to have an interesting in-
sight into attitudes of Belarussians drafted to the Army and also of the
Belarussian civilian population®.

There have also been published parts of reports of the Bialystok
Voivode on the religious life of his province, including elements on the
Orthodox Church®. Just to note, the number of documents on the politi-
cal events and plans that also touch issues connected with the Belarus-
sian minority is very small. One of important and interesting papers that
is available now to researchers is the report generated by local structures
of OZN™.

As for the Belarussian subject literature, no sizeable source editions
have been found, with files on the period in question. Only some single
documents can be found in fonds and files covering much bigger period

% YV nogait atrwvire. IImodsénnae xuiuué deaapycay Beaacmouuviivl i mixeaenHol nepuisd,

ed. B. Ay6a, beaactok 2001; A./l. 3aepko, Mcmopus beropycciozo npuzparuyvs. Kposasas zpa-
nuya, book 1, 1918-1939, Mumck 2002; ,3a neputvimi Casemami”. Tloavcka—berapyckoe na-
mexcoka 1939-1941 zz2. y bycrvix yenaminax xuvixapoy beaapyci, ed. A. Cmaaerayx, Minck 2019;
,3a noavckim uacam...”. 3anadnas beaapyco 6 6ocnomunanusx cospemeriruxos, eds. E.C. Po-
senOaart et al., Bpecr 2015.

% J. Mackiewicz, Okna zatkane szmatami, Londyn 2002.

3 Wojskowe Teki Archiwalne, vol. 2, Mobilizacja marcowa 1939. Dokumenty i relacje, eds.
A Wesolowski, K. Stepan, Warszawa 2012.

% G. Sosna, Koscidt prawostawny na Biatostocczyznie w ocenie wladz II Rzeczypospolitej: wy-
bér dokumentéw. Sytuacyjne sprawozdanie Urzedu Wojewddzkiego w Bialymstoku z lat 1928—
1939, Ryboty 1991.

40 1. Januszewska-Jurkiewicz, Koncepcje programowe dziataczy Obozu Zjednoczenia Narodo-
wego Okregu Wileriskiego i Nowogrddzkiego w kwestii biatoruskiej, “BZH” 2005, 23, pp. 192-212.
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of the time and very different topics, such as the posture and activities
of Belarussian emigration circles*'. We can also find cases of themed lay-
out eclecticism, where documents are in the form of annexes to particular
chapters of prepared historical publications*.

It also should be mentioned that quite often we can experience quite
paradoxical situation. Belarussian archives have big collections of docu-
ments, also for the period of 1937-1939. But in the subsequent historical
publications there are references to always the same papers®. Also, some
quasi-source editions could be found (with no or negligible signs of any
archival or historical work) that include only small elements of archival
materials, mostly related to a particular town or settlement*. The “Pamy-
at” publication series is a good example of such an approach in Belarus.

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1939

Monographs

The Polish historiography on North-Eastern parts of the Second Pol-
ish Republic in September 1939 is quite sizeable in volume. The most
important work on analysis of attitudes of Polish citizens of the Belar-
ussian ethnicity during that specific period is the monograph of Marek
Wierzbicki®.

Such a topic was also taken up by other researchers and results pub-
lished in more comprehensive works on different aspects of the Polish
September Military Campaign of 1939 in the North-Eastern Voivodeships
of Poland, mainly on different elements related to the internal security

1 Beaapycov 6 noaimoiyvi cyceOHix i saxoduix 03spoxay (1914-1991), vol. 1, 19 caxasixa 1921

31 xniyns 1939, ed. M.S. Martynau, Minsk 2012, pp. 363-369.

2 Pusxcxuil, pp. 326-371, 448-476, 591-592 [11 documents in total].

B TToavua—Beaapyco (1921-1953). Cooprux dokymenmos u mamepuaros, ed. A. Kosaae-
Hus, Mumck 2012, pp. 154-182 [docs 54-62].

#  B.H.Yepenuuga, ... He nomepsamo cesisyiouyio numo: Memopus Tpoonernuunvr XIX-XX
cmoremuii 6 codvrmusx u Auyax (uccaedosarius, dokymenmol, Kommenmapuu), I'poaro 2003,
pp. 288-295.

¥ M. Wierzbicki, Polacy i Biatorusini w zaborze sowieckim. Stosunki polsko-biatoruskie na
ziemiach pétnocno-wschodnich II Rzeczypospolitej pod okupacjg sowieckq 1939-1941, Warsza-
wa 2000, pp. 35-127. This scientist published also some works on that topic earlier, i.e.
M. Wierzbicki, Polacy i Biatorusini wobec procesu tworzenia podstaw wladzy radzieckiej (wrze-
sien—pazdziernik 1939 r.), “BZH” 1998, 9, pp. 78-96; idem, Ludnos¢ biatoruska i polska wobec
Armii Czerwonej po 17 wrzesnia 1939 r., “BZH" 1999, 11, pp. 148-164; idem, Stosunki polsko-
-biatoruskie pod okupacjq sowieckq (1939-1941), “BZH” 2003, 20, pp. 176-182.
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issues*, and in publications that had been an effort of a synthetic ap-
proach to September 1939 problems*. Due to the limited space available
for the analysis, no work related just and only to military issues and their
different aspects will be mentioned here. However, this special category
of publications should also be considered as an additional and special area
of research which would serve to complement other exploration studies.

There had also been some efforts to evaluate the attitudes of Belarus-
sians within files and ranks of the Polish military. That was carefully and
accurately done by M. Wierzbicki*® and J. Grzybowski*. Works of these
two authors are very well documented and supported by archival ma-
terials. Some of them are of émigré provenance (reports of Polish of-
ficers stored in IMPS), and to an extent — from Soviet institutions. This
makes such publications even more important and valuable, also for other
scientists.

This is not the case for the Belarussian subject literature. There
is no publication in this country that could be compared with the mono-
graph of M. Wierzbicki. The two-volume publication, issued there in the
last decade, could be considered as an effort to prepare a synthesis of his-
tory of regions that were a part of the North-Eastern Voivodeships of the
Second Polish Republic. However, especially in the part on the September
1939, it does not meet any criteria of scientificity. It is a typical Soviet
historiography and includes many elements of falsification, mainly with
regard to facts and their interpretations (for example, allegedly the Pol-
ish Government left the Country on ‘16 September’!)*°. However, one can
find quite interesting elements but they are dispersed in many other texts
and works of Belarussian authors, but again — based to a great extent

#  R. Oleszkowicz, Kontrwywiad kresowy. Dziatalnos¢ polskie kontrwywiadu wojskowego na

obszarze Dowddztwa Okregu Korpusu nr IX w Brzesciu nad Bugiem w okresie miedzywojennym,
Warszawa 2020, pp. 342-352; W. Sleszyniski, Bezpieczeristwo wewnetrzne w polityce paristwa
polskiego na ziemiach pétnocno-wschodnich 11 Rzeczypospolitej, Warszawa 2007, pp. 331-345.

¥ H. Glogowska, Nadzieje i rozczarowania Biatorusinéw we wrzesniu 1939 r., ,Rocznik
Centrum Studiéw Biatoruskich SEW” 2020, 6, pp. 106-120; W. Sleszyniski, Postawy mniej-
szosci biatoruskiej w Polsce (marzec—pazdziernik 1939 r.), in: Kampania polska 1939 r. Polity-
ka—spoteczenistwo—kultura, vol. 2, Polityka i spoteczernstwo. Imponderabilia, pamieé, kultura, eds.
M.P. Deszczynski, T. Pawlowski, Warszawa 2014, pp. 157-164; ].J. Milewski, Poczqtek oku-
pacji sowieckiej ziem potnocno-wschodnich Polski (wrzesieni—pazdziernik 1939 r.), in: Kampania
polska 1939 r., pp. 363-375.

8 M. Wierzbicki, Biatorusini w Wojsku Polskim w czasie kampanii wrzesniowej 1939 r.,
“BZH" 1996, 6, pp. 65-81.

¥ 1. Grzybowski, Bialorusini w polskich regularnych formacjach wojskowych w latach 1918—
1945, Warszawa 2006, pp. 141-167.

% Puxckuil, pp. 5-22 [as for the information mentioned, p. 9].
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on Soviet documents. There had also been some other cases in Belarus
to make a comprehensive synthesis of events for the period™.

The most important and noticeable trend in the modern Belarus-
sian historiography are the efforts to prepare a kind of historical reflec-
tion in September 1939 and role of this period with regard to the ‘fate
and history of the Belarussian nation’. Available texts, presenting such
a point of view are somewhere between affirmation of consequences of the
Soviet aggression of Poland (‘liberation’)** and an ambivalent approach
that takes into account both positive and negative impact of the invasion
— of course all from the Belarussian point of view. In both cases, there
are many references to the Polish historiography, but they were mainly
critical if not totally negative®®. The most important and interesting, from
the scientific point of view, could be records from the discussions of Pol-
ish and Belarussian historians>.

To finalize the evaluation of works that have the general character,
a few remarks should also be done on publications from the times of the
Soviet Union. Their structure and tone have been classical for the Soviet
propaganda. However, they could be of interest from the epistemological
perspective, especially if we make an effort to analyse the final chapter
of the “canonical” and synthetic history of the Communist Party of the
Western Belarus titled Unification of the Western Belarus with the Belarussian
Soviet Socialist Republic). Going through all the references and annotations,
it is possible to note that most of the sources that had been used were

51 P. Nassko, [Taxod Yvipsonair Apmii ta 3axad y eepacni 1939 200a: nozasd 3 Yexody, “BZH”

2000, 13, pp. 21-32.

52 @Y. Aagvicey, [Tamix Yexodam i Saxadam. Cmanayrene 035apxayHacyi i mapuimapui-
aavrail yaaacracyi beaapyci (1917-1939 22.), Minck 2003, pp. 189-198.

% For example: B. Tapmatusl, Bepacerv 1939 200a 1j Aéce Oeaapycicaza apoda, “BZH” 2009,
32, pp. 278-289; A. Bsraiki, Bepecertv1939 2.: sassputanne yi nauamax Bepecenv 1939 2.: sassap-
waHHe Ui nauamax npayasca Kawcarioayoii beaapyckai naywti?, in: Wyzwolenie czy okupacja?
Stosunek spofecznosci zamieszkujgcych pogranicze polsko-litewsko-biatoruskie do zmieniajgcych
sie w XX wieku systeméw panstwowych, eds. M. Kietlinski, W. Sleszyﬁski, Biatystok 2006,
pp. 123-127; V.E. Cunankoycki, beaapycka-noavckis adnocinvl (1918-1989 2z.). Aacaedasariii,
daxymenmo, irtocmpauoti i kapmot, Minck 2013, pp. 57-62; A. Tpadimusix, Jenin i Cmanin
oymatouvb npa Berapyco, Minck 2013, pp. 63-97; VL.A. Ykpaunen, Cenmsopv 1939 z00a
— cydeborocvtii Momenm 6 ucmopuu 3anadnoi beaapycu, in: 3axodni pazién beaapyci éauvima
zicmopuixay i kpassuayyay, I'pogna 2006, pp. 197-199.

5 Rézne wizje Wrzesnia ‘39 na Biatorusi, in: 17 wrzesnia w ocenie historykéw polskich i bia-
toruskich, pp. 12-15 [in: http://kamunikat.org/katalohkamunikat.html?pub_start=40&pubi-
d=34717&lang=PL access: 30.09.2022].
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the Soviet press of 1939/1940. This is of course of some value but it still
requires thorough and detailed historical verification®.

The significant source are also texts on local events, on specific regions
and even town and/or villages®*. However, the number of elements cover-
ing the period of 1921-1939 is very limited and sometimes even there are
no mentions on events of the September 1939 or even on the whole period
of 1939-1941. It is the situation of the new and extensive Nowogrodek’s
monograph®. Some episodes of the Polish September Military Campaign,
also those related to the attitude of the Belarussian population, are quite
well described and presented.

Some cases of anti-Polish hostilities were also presented, as for Skidel.
This has been done in the form of a monograph® and also in a number
of mentions in bigger works™. Belarussian and Polish historians exten-
sively covered these tragic events in the property of the Skirmunt Fam-
ily — in Molodowa and Porzecze where owners were murdered and their
property robbed®. If we skip the Soviet subject literature, the interna-
tional context of Belarussian attitudes in September 1939 was touched
only in fragments, within the bigger and general publications. The similar
situation exists in the case of the Lithuanian societies in Belarus®'.

Source editions

As for the attitude of Belarussian population towards fighting Polish
troops, we have a unique opportunity to conduct effective research due

5 Pegotoyuoniuiii nymv Komnapmuu 3anadnoi Beaapyccuu, eds. A.H. Mariko, B.E. Ca-

myTuH, Munck 1966, pp. 376-383.

% For example: C.B. donckux, [yuun. JokarvHas ucmopus 6 KOHmMeKcne pezuoHarbHuLX
npoueccos, Murck 2019, pp. 231-234; Texts in the collective work: Bocerv 1939 200a 1 zicma-
porurioiv Aéce beaapyco, ed. A.A. Kasazaens, Minck 2010, pp. 233-240, 259-265, 266-274.

5 Ticmopuis Hasaepyoxa — 3 2avi0i1v gsx0y 0a nauvlx 03éH. Memopus Hosoepydxa — us aay-
oun sexos 0o Hauiux oxeti, eds. MLIT. Kaciiok et al., Minck 2014.

% 11. Toxus, Ckidseackae naycmarine 1939 2. ga yenaminax xuvixapoy Cxidservuiyvitol, in:
Bocettv 1939 200a 1y zicmapuviunaii i gycnaii zicmopuii, ed. A. Cmaasuayk, Minck 2015, pp. 63-80;
M. Wierzbicki, Powstanie skidelskie 1939 r., “BZH” 1997, 7, pp. 75-99.

% C. Toxup, Jéc berapyckaza nacmaymixa, “BZH” 2004, 21, p. 213.

8 M. Nowak-Kielbikowa, Konstanty Skirmunt. Polityk i dyplomata, Warszawa 1998,
pp. 329-337; A. Cmaasmayk, Paman Cxupmynm (1868-1939). viyusnuc zpamadssnuna
xpato, Munck 2018, pp. 647-664.

61 T. Blaszczak, Biatorusini w Republice Litewskiej 1918-1940, Biatystok 2017, pp. 311-313;
M. Iwanow, Sprawa przynaleznosci Wilna i problemy narodowo$ciowe na Biatorusi, in: Spoleczen-
stwo biatoruskie, litewskie i polskie na ziemiach potnocno-wschodnich I Rzeczypospolitej (Bialorus
Zachodnia i Litwa Wschodnia) w latach 1939-1941, eds. M. Gizejewska, T. Strzembosz, War-
szawa 1995, pp. 85-92; J. Grzybowski, Biatoruski, pp. 37-41.
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to a survived big part of documentation of the Independent Operation
Group “Polesie”.

Sections of these documents have already been published and several
times in different works. One of the most important and quite fundamen-
tal for the history of this military grouping is the series of publications
issued in 2013-2015 under the auspices of the Central Military Archive.
However, this is still an unfinished job®2. Looking through all the material
from the perspective of the Belarussian, the historical value of available
volumes varies from page to page, from the document to document.
It is mainly due to the fact that some of the units from this Group marched
and operated in areas inhabited mainly by Ukrainians, not Belarussians.
Nevertheless, with just a basic knowledge, orientation in local relations
and geographical distribution of ethnicities, it is still possible to find
interesting and useful elements.

Thanks to the efforts of Czestaw Grzelak, we also have at our disposal
several volumes of the Soviet military documents. They could moreover
be very helpful in reconstructing stances of the Belarussian population®.
As for the first days and weeks of Soviet occupation — the most use-
ful is the first volume with papers on the situation in North-Eastern
Voivodeships from 1939 till 1941. This edition of sources includes Soviet
documents from mainly Belarussian (including the Belarussian KGB) and
Russian archives®. As for the Belarussian historiography, sources editions
with documents on the Polish September Military Campaign of 1939 are,
in most of the cases, published in publications covering much longer
period of time®. From this project’s point of view, their value varies
as they mainly include information on Soviet military, diplomatic and

62 The title of the series: SGO ,, Polesie” w dokumentach i wspomnieniach. The main editor

— A. Wesotowski. Publications available: part 1, Dowddztwo, Warszawa 2013; part 2, Stuzby.
Obrona Brzescia. Dywizja , Kobryn” (dowddztwo), Warszawa 2014; part 3, Dywizja , Kobryn”,
Warszawa 2014; part 4, Dywizja ,Brzoza”, Warszawa 2015; part 5/1, Podlaska Brygada Kawa-
lerii, Warszawa 2015; part 5/2, Suwalska Brygada Kawalerii. Dywizja , Zaza”, Warszawa 2015.

8 Agresja sowiecka na Polske 17 wrzesnia 1939 r. w Swietle dokumentéw, vol. 3, Dziatania
wojsk Frontu Biatoruskiego, ed. C. Grzelak, Warszawa 1995; Dziennik dziatarn bojowych Frontu
Biatoruskiego we wrzesniu 1939 roku, ed. C. Grzelak, Warszawa 1998; 3 Armia sowiecka w agre-
sji na Polske 1939 r. (dokument sprawozdawczy), ed. C. Grzelak, Warszawa 2003.

6 Zachodnia Biatorus” 17 IX 1939-22 VI 1941. Wydarzenia i losy ludzkie. Rok 1939, eds.
B. Gronek et al., Warszawa 1998, pp. 67-225 [docs 1-41].

8 Beaapyckas nayvis - ys3saonanme. Bepacerno 1939 e.—uapsenv 1941 2. 360pnix daxymermay
i mamapsray, ed. Y.®. Aaapicey, Minck 2004, pp. 46-88 [docs 11-42]; Mcmopus Beaapycu
6 dokymenmax u mamepuarax, eds. VI.H. Kysnenios, B.I'. Maser, Munck 2000, pp. 502-507;
Pusxcxuii mup 6 cydvbe beaopycckozo Hapoda 1921-1953 22, ed. A.A. Kosaaens1, book 2, Murck
2014, pp. 48-57 [docs 1-7].
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administration activities, such us decisions taken by Soviet authorities
(including organs of the Belarussian Soviet Socialist Republic).

One of the most interesting is the publication with a selection
of NKWD documents covering the period September-December 1939.
It contains about 40 documents, mainly from the National Archive of the
Republic of Belarus, but also from almost inaccessible for researches ar-
chives of Russian and Belarussian KGBs®.

The next interesting item is the newest source edition edited by Alek-
sandr Smalyanchuk®. This publication would certainly be very helpful
as access to editions from the Soviet era is difficult if now not impossible.
However, after initial evaluation of this selection of documents on the
North-Eastern Voivodeships, it should be stated that its editors were
guided by the same bad principles as authors of above-mentioned synthe-
sis of the history of the Communist Party of the Western Belarus. In the
chapter on September 1939 events and their implications only already
known manifests and announcements published by the Soviet press could
only be found. This does not allow to consider them as an important his-
torical source, especially with regard to assessing attitudes of Belarussians
in 1939%. A number of documents from this edition refers also to plans
and activities of some Belarussian émigré groups®.

In all above-mentioned editions and publications there is a number
of testimonies on relations between ethnicities during the prewar period,
recollections on first days of September 1939 and first week of Soviet oc-
cupation. It is also possible to find smaller pieces of information directly
related to military situation of the time”’.

6  HKB/ ¢ 3anadnoi beaapycu. Cenmaopo—dexadpo 1939. Joxymenmut u mamepuarv, eds.

A.®. Boporaes et al., Muack-Mocksa 2019, pp. 13-119 [docs 1-40].

7, Buissarervis” i 3useorenvis. [loavcka-0eapyckae namesxska 1939-1941 zz. y daxymermax
berapycxix apxisay, ed. A. Cmaasmayk, Minck 2021, pp. 25-60 [docs 1-16].

8 Bopvoa mpydsusuxcs 3anadnoii beaopyccu, 3a cousiAbHOe U HAUUOHANDHOE 0C8000KdeH e
u soccoduneriue ¢ bCCP, eds. A.-H. Marnnko, B.H. JKyraaos, H.C. Opexso, vol. 2, MuHck
1972, pp. 484493, [docs 304-313]

8 Beaapycov y narimoijvi cyceOnix i saxodnix 03spxay (1914-1991 z2.). 360pnix daxymenmay
i mamapvisaay: y 4 m., vol. 3, 1 verasnya 1921-3 lipyenia 1944, ed. M.S. Martynau, Minsk 2010,
pp. 68-69.

70 TIL Typsosiu, 3axoduss Beaapycv y 1921-1939 2. i ysvaouanvie 3 5CCP nagodae
yenaminay Kamanewuvino. Konxypenas npaya, in: Bocenv 1939 z00a y zicmapvrunaii i 6ycHaii
zicmopuii, ed. A. Cmaasaayk, Minck 2015, pp. 282-287.
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Research perspectives

To make an effort to evaluate so-called ‘research perspectives” with
regard to Belarussian political, social and ethnic attitudes from 1937 till
1939, it is necessary to start with pointing out at the destructive role of the
contemporary political events — due to the acute crisis within the Eastern
Europe since 2020. This situation brought, in practical terms, a halt to all
research activities in Belarus, especially for Polish historians. It is also
necessary to inform about a new trend of building by Minsk national and
official academic historiography with a network of different Belarussian
scientific institutions.

The first signs of this new trend have been already noticeable in the
mid-1990s, with the Belarussian ‘historical policy’ starting to wander
around, trying to find a new way”!. In 2019, the Presidential Adminis-
tration announced officially the change of the course. This would have
a great impact on any modern research on the period of 1937-1939. One
of official, published documents should be mentioned as it was signed
not only by representatives of the National Academy of Sciences but also
functionaries of the State security apparatus. It was a kind-of manifesto,
with a clear message on a new legitimate direction of research. In practical
terms, it would be a new but quasi-Soviet perspective applied to modern
historical explorations’.

If we are sketching plans to make some progress the area of inter-
est, it must be said that Polish scientists will not be able in a foreseeable
future to conduct full-fledged and well-organized research abroad. All
such activities will most likely be limited to documents available in Po-
land, in Lithuania, and also in archives in the Western Europe (mainly
in Polish and Belarussian institutions operating in the United Kingdom).
Access to resources in Belarus will be possible only in a very indirect way,
for example, with an engagement of local historians who are not linked
and do not cooperate with state institutions. This means that scientists
will face many problems and difficulties and to an unprecedented extent,
unheard in the previous three decades.

However, there are still actions that could be taken in order to con-
struct a complete picture of attitudes of Belarussian towards the Polish
war effort and military operations. They can be divided into two segments:

7' W. Sleszynski, Historia w stuzbie polityki. Zmiany polityczne a konstruowanie przekazu

historycznego na ziemiach biatoruskich w XX i XXI wieku, Bialystok 2018, pp. 293-385.
72 A. Kosaaenust et al., K gonpocy 00 ucmopuueckoii noaumuxe, “Beaapyckas Adymka”
2019, 8, pp. 3-11.
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defining the themes for future monographs under the circumstances and
identifying possible new source editions.

As indicated in the introductory part of the article, organized social,
political and cultural Belarussian life in 1935-1937 was eradicated to a sig-
nificant extent. However, in 1938-1939, this still did not bring the society
into a state of full agony. In 1939, there had even been even some signs
of the recovery. Therefore, it would be useful to submit research questions
on the possible corrections of Polish administration policies at that time.

It should also be assumed that the relations of Belarussians, as an eth-
nic and social group, with the Second Polish Republic was to a great
extent defined by provisions and methods of instituting the agrarian re-
form. Therefore, it would be necessary to find relations between the eth-
nic (religious) factors and ways of shaping group of beneficiaries of the
parcellation in the second half of 1930s™. It should be noted here that
the Polish historiography has still not properly and fully exploited the
Belarussian émigré memoirs. Such publications are difficult to find but
such an effort should be taken to construct the full picture.

Presented comments refer only to Polish and Belarussian perspec-
tives. It would also be useful to include to future research also other
ethnic groups of the Second Polish Republic, mainly those neighboring
Belarussians — Ukrainians, Lithuanians, and Jews. Press research could
be an option along with the archival research in Ukraine as this is a coun-
try where materials on Belarussian-Ukrainian relations during the inter-
war period are also available.

As for the period of 1938-1939, the key task is to interpret the change
in attitudes of significant parts of the Belarusian population that happened
in the first months of 1939 — from open hostility to acceptance of the
decision of the Polish Government to put up armed resistance against
the Third Reich.

Another element is the tempo and scope of Soviet propaganda activi-
ties directed at Polish citizens living in the Eastern voivodeships. A good
entry point for assessment of such elements could be Russian historical
assessments of the Soviet press of the time”. The next items that should
be taken into account are results of local elections that had been succes-
sively organized from the autumn 1938 till the springtime of the next

73 The analysis of particular cases, also with regard to particular facts of parcellisation

of the land: S. Iwaniuk, Rzgdowa parcelacja majqtku pocerkiewnego w Szczytach-Dzieciotowie
w latach 1938-1939, “BZH” 1996, 5, pp. 82-95.

7 B.A. Toxapes, [loAviua 6 cosemckoii nponazande (okmsaopo 1938—aseycm 1939 22.), in: Kam-
pania polska 1939 r. Polityka—spoteczernstwo—kultura, vol. 2, Polityka i spoleczeristwo. Imponderabi-
lia, pamiec, kultura, eds. M.P. Deszczynski, T. Pawlowski, Warszawa 2014, pp. 244-257.
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year. Next piece of the puzzle can be prepared after court judgments
have been examined, mainly those based on the Article 152 of the Penal
Code. This specific article penalized the maligning and defaming of the
Polish State, its institutions and officials”>. Some new areas could also
be opened with testimonies and recollections of people who remembered
those times, including September 1939. They have been collected for al-
most two decades.

However, a Belarussian scientist, A. Smalyanchuk, who initiated
a new research project, still insists that such sources are not giving us
too much and will not allow to build new historical constructs on Sep-
tember 1939 from the Belarussian perspective’. However, their effective
exploitation would allow us to detail the assessments further and deepen
the knowledge on the topic.

As for potential new source editions, from the perspective of efforts
to enrich the research on attitudes of Belarussian in September 1939, one
more option seems quite encouraging. This should be an effort to final-
ize publication of source editions related to the Independent Operation
Group “Polesie”.

Referring to the announcements on book covers of all already avail-
able volumes, last two have still not been published. Second to the last
was supposed to be on Pinsk Flotilla (pol. Flotylla Pinska) and the last
— on the Corps of the Border Security (pol. Korpus Ochrony Pogranicza,
KOP). Due to the situation that retreat routes for some KOP units had
their start on the territory of the Nowogrodek Voivodeship (i.e. “Kleck”
Battalion’”), such volumes would bring a substantial source to the circu-
lation and it could result in very interesting and new area of scientific
knowledge. As for the civilian dimension of the project, one of the main
priorities with regard to archival document of the civilian provenance
could be publication of periodical reports (for example monthly reports)
of voivodes of the North-Eastern Voivodeships for the years 1937-1939.

75 At the margin of the main topic such an event was signalled, although without any
reference to the legal basis, by E. Mironowicz: idem, Dekada oczekiwania na zmiany. Biatoru-
sini wobec zmieniajqcych sie systemdw politycznych w latach 1939-1949, in: Wyzwolenie, p. 116.

76 1939: New Soviet , masters” started absorption of another internal colony, “Belarusian Re-
view” 2015, 27, 34, p. 13.

77 J.R. Prochwicz, Formacje Korpusu Ochrony Pogranicza w 1939 r., Warszawa 2003, p. 249.
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